
 
 Welcome to the Lee County Schools.  Thank you for sharing with us 
your most prized possession – your child.  As a parent you can contribute 
greatly to your child’s success in school. 
 The kindergartens in the Lee County Schools are designed to help 
children grow and develop as individuals who can think and do for 
themselves.  A well trained school staff will guide your child through a 
variety of learning experiences. 
 Meeting with your child’s teacher, attending school activities, 
volunteering in school, and participating in class projects are ways that 
parents can become involved in their child’s education.  We are looking 
forward to working with you to make this first year of school one that will 
lead to a lifetime of learning for your child. 
 
We believe that children: 

 are unique individuals capable of learning in a variety of ways through 
active involvement. 

 learn by making and being responsible for their choices. 

 learn best when they experience acceptance. 

 progress through known stages of development at their own rate. 
 
The Lee County Schools strive to: 

 recognize the uniqueness of individuals and provide classroom settings 
that recognize the stages of child development. 

 provide opportunities for each child to succeed. 

 provide a classroom setting full of learning materials that will stimulate 
children’s social, emotional, physical, intellectual, and academic growth. 

 provide a relaxed, flexible atmosphere directed by knowledgeable, 
caring teachers and staff members. 

 help children develop a sense of belonging and self-worth, encourage 
children to solve problems and make decisions, and help children 
develop creativity and curiosity. 



 ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 A child entering kindergarten must be five (5) years of age on or 
before August 31st.  A copy of the child’s birth certificate, immunization 
record, and two (2) proofs of Lee County residency should be brought to 
the school at the time of registration.  A health assessment must be 
completed by a physician or other authorized health care provider and 
submitted on the (blue) Kindergarten Health Assessment form.  This form 
must be brought to the school on, or before, the child’s first day of 
attendance. 
 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW 
 
Bus Schedule:  Bus routes and schedules are publicized in the local paper 
before school starts.  Check with the school principal if you have questions. 
 
Staggered Entrance:  The Lee County Kindergarten classes have a staggered 
entrance.  Each class is divided into thirds.  One third of the students come 
on Day 1, another third come on Day 2, and the last third come on Day 3.  
On Day 4, all of the kindergarten students come to school. 
 
School Meal Program:  A breakfast and lunch is offered every day at each 
school.  To determine if your household meets the eligibility requirements 
for free or reduced price meals, please complete the free and reduced 
lunch form that is sent home with each student on the first day of school.  
Return the completed form to the school.  A letter will be sent home with 
your child notifying you of your status. 
 
Conferences:  Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled at student report 
time, but may also be requested at any time by the parent or the teacher. 
 
Support Staff:  Special support staff such as guidance counselors, 
psychologists, English as a Second Language teachers, occupational 
therapists, physical therapists, speech-language clinicians and attendance 
counselors are available as needed or requested.  A school nurse visits the 
school regularly.  The nurse and school staff work together to screen 
children for health problems, contact parents concerning health problems, 
and assist parents in locating the proper resources for care.   



PARENT CHECKLIST OF SKILLS CHILDREN SHOULD KNOW  
BEFORE ENTERING KINDERGARTEN 

 
Prior to entering kindergarten, most children have learned many things 
related to school readiness including the following: 
 

 Print his/her name using an uppercase letter for the initial letter only. 
 

 Recognize most uppercase letters of the alphabet: 
 

 
 

 

 Recognize most lowercase letters of the alphabet: 
   
 
 
 

 Recognize numerals to ten: 
 

 
 

 Identify colors:  red, yellow, blue, green, brown, black, orange, white 
 

 Safely and correctly use scissors. 
 

 Tie his/her shoes and fasten clothing. 
 

 Use restroom independently and use good hygiene habits. 
 

 Follow simple directions. 
 

 Listen attentively to stories and lessons. 
 
 Dress and feed him/herself and care for personal possessions. 

B, G, F, S, M, T, Y, A, L, D, U, N, J 

X, P, K, O, E, Z, H, V, Q, C, I, W, R 

j, m, z, p, d, w, u, c, i, g, k, a, t 

x, o, l, f, y, n, b, s, h, q, v, r, e 

9, 6, 4, 10, 7, 5, 3, 1, 8, 2 



TIPS FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
 
You can encourage your child to: 

 Dress and feed him/herself and to use good hygiene habits.   

 Share and play with other children.  

 Feel confident about him/herself. 

 Care for personal possessions. 

 Speak clearly. 
 
You can help your child’s adjustment to school by: 

 Informing the school of any handicap or problem your child may have. 

 Making sure your child gets adequate rest. 

 Putting names on coats, sweaters, lunch boxes, book bags, etc. 

 Helping your child attend school regularly and punctually. 

 Sending a note each time your child is absent from school. 

 Contacting school staff with any questions or concerns you may have. 

 Seeing that your child is dressed in appropriate, manageable clothing. 

 Taking your child for regular medical and dental checkups. 

 Assisting with homework. 

 Sharing an interest in his/her work and encouraging his/her efforts. 

 Taking part in conferences, classroom projects, and other activities. 

 Providing opportunities for your child to express him/herself, ask 
questions, and discover the world. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD BEGIN TO READ 
 

 One of the most exciting milestones of your child’s education will 
begin this year as he/she emerges as a reader.  Reading is unquestionably 
the foundation of all academic learning and the key to your child’s success 
in school.   
 

 Listen to your child read aloud every day for 10 to 15 minutes. 
As the year progresses, your child’s teacher will begin sending home 
little books for your child to read aloud.  You may have to read the 
sentence first and then have your child repeat it or you and your child 
may read the sentences together.   Then he/she can read it 
independently. 



 Help your child learn instant words. 
Most children who struggle with reading have difficulty recognizing and 
decoding words.  The more words your child knows automatically, the 
better will be his/her reading fluency and comprehension.   

 

 Help your child develop a large vocabulary.  
Talk to your child as much as possible, exposing him/her to many new 
words and concepts.  One of the most enjoyable ways to increase your 
child’s vocabulary is to take him/her places such as the following:  the 
grocery store, the library, the post office, the drug store, the bank, 
children’s movies, the mountains, the beach, the zoo, the circus, 
concerts, parks, camping, museums, government buildings, historical 
sites, church, and many others.  Reading aloud “vocabulary rich” books 
will also help your child develop an extensive vocabulary.       

 
The following passage uses the Kindergarten sight words introduced during 
the first half of the school year. 

 

         School 

 

 I ride the yellow bus to school. 

 

 It is big and it can stop and go. 

 

 I like school and I can read. 

  

 I like to run and play. 

 

 My teacher is nice. 

 

 I ride the bus to my house. 



(The following passage is written at a level similar to that used in the first 
grade.  It is included to give parents guidelines on the expectations for 
children as they progress to the first grade.) 
 

  

BOB’S HAT 

 

 Bob cannot find his red hat.  He looked under his 

bed.  No hat.  He looked in the closet.  No hat.  He 

looked in the kitchen.  No hat.   

 

Bob looked out the window.   He saw his dog 

Rusty outside.  Rusty was digging in the dirt.  He had 

something red in his mouth. 

 

 Bob ran outside.  “Give me back my hat,” he 

shouted.  Rusty dropped the hat.  He put his head 

down.   

 

 Now Bob was sad.  Bob should not have shouted 

at Rusty.   

 

 Bob sat down and hugged Rusty.  Rusty wagged 

his tail.  “I can get a new hat,” said Bob, “but I 

cannot get a new friend like you.”   
 

       



Common Core and Essential Standards – Kindergarten Summary 
 

The following information is only a brief summary of the North Carolina Common 
Core and Essential Standards for Kindergarten.  The entire curriculum can be 
accessed on the Lee County Schools website. 

  

                                       
English Language Arts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
Reading Stories  
With assistance, kindergarten students should be able to answer questions such as the  
following after reading a story: 

 Can you tell me what happened at the beginning/middle/end of the story?  

 Can you find the part that tells where the story takes place? 

 Who was in the story? 

 Can you tell me what kind of book this is?  How do you know? 

 Who is the author/illustrator?  What is his/her job? 

 What can you tell about the story by looking at the picture? 

 What is the same about the characters in two different stories? 

 
Reading Informational Texts 
With assistance, kindergarten students should be able to answer questions such as the 
following after reading an informational text: 

 What is the main idea of this text?  What are some key details? 

 Can you find two important ideas in this text and tell how they are the 
same/different? 

 What do you do when you come to a word you do not know? 

 How does this picture help you understand the topic? 

 Can you find the reason why the author thinks that …..? 

 How are these two books showing the same topic in different ways? 

During the kindergarten year, students experience the enjoyment of reading and being 
read to while they learn the foundational skills that will enable them to read independently.  They 
should be able to recognize a story, a poem, a book, and other forms of text.  Students learn 
phonemic awareness, letter names, sound-letter correspondences, decoding strategies, high 
frequency sight words, and comprehension skills as they begin to read, listen and respond to a 
variety of fiction and informational text.  With assistance, kindergarten students learn to retell 
familiar stories including key details, major events, characters and setting.   



Phonemic Awareness, Decoding, and Word Recognition Skills 
Kindergarten students should be able to: 

 Name the upper case letters and the lower case letters of the alphabet. 

 Voice and apply the consonant sounds. 

 Read the words on the sight word list. 

 Recognize and name simple rhyming words and opposites. 

 Demonstrate understanding that the sequence of letters in the written word 
represents the sequence of sounds in the spoken word and that words may begin 
and end alike. 

 
Writing 
With assistance, kindergarten students should be able to: 

 Write all of the upper and lowercase letters and numbers from 0 to 9.   

 Dictate their thinking, illustrate their ideas, and write their thoughts across the 
various genres (opinion, informative, narrative).  

 Begin to learn how to spell simple words and use correct grammar and 
punctuation.   

 Participate in shared research projects with information provided to them. 

 
Mathematics 

                            
Kindergarten students should be able to: 

 Count to 100 by ones and tens. 

 Read and write numbers from 0 to 20. 

 Recognize these flat shapes:  circle, triangle, square, rectangle, and hexagon. 

 Recognize these 3D shapes:  cube, cone, cylinder, and sphere. 

 Compare and order numbers from 0 to 20. 

 Match sets to numbers from 0 to 20. 

 Use attributes to compare and group objects (size, color, weight, texture). 

 Make sets of 10 and recognize one and ten place value. 

 Add and subtract using objects to solve problems up to 10. 

 Memorize addition and subtraction facts to 5. 

 
 
 



Science 

               
 

Kindergarten students develop simple skills of observation, measurement and number 
sense as they actively participate in simple investigations.  The students should be able 
to: 

 Classify objects based on physical properties such as size, shape, texture, weight, 
material composition, and use.   

 Study daily weather and compare weather in different seasons.  

 Compare the relative position of various objects using position words (in front of, 
behind, between, under, above, below, and beside). 

 Give examples of different ways different objects and organisms move including 
falling to the ground when dropped. 

 Compare characteristics of living and nonliving things in terms of their structure, 
growth, changes, movement, and basic needs. 

 Compare different types of the same animal (different breeds of dogs, cats). 

 
Social Studies 

               
Kindergarten students are introduced to Social Studies by exploring aspects of self, 
others, families and communities across the world.  The students should be able to: 

 Explain how people change over time and how life events bring change (a new 
sibling, a new school). 

 Explain how seasons change over time. 

 Use maps to locate places in the classroom, school, and home and use positional 
words (near/far, left/right, above/beneath, etc.) to identify locations in the 
classroom. 

 Use globes and maps to locate land and water features and identify 
physical features (mountains, hills, rivers, lakes, roads, etc.). 

 Explain how families have needs and wants and how jobs and environmental 
resources help people meet their needs and wants. 

 Demonstrate positive relationships through fair play and friendship. 



 Explain why citizens obey rules in the classroom, school, home and 
neighborhood. 

 Explain similarities and differences in self and others including the elements of 
culture (how people speak, dress, foods they eat, etc.). 

 
Physical Education 

                                                         
Kindergarten students should: 

 Use basic locomotor skills and basic manipulative skills to perform a variety of 
physical activities. 

 Understand the meaning of terms associated with movement and illustrate 
activities that increase heart rate. 

 Understand the importance of achieving and maintaining a health-enhancing 
level of physical fitness. 

 Identify opportunities for increased physical activity. 

 Use basic strategies for working cooperatively in group settings and understand 
how social interaction makes activities more enjoyable. 

 Use safe practices when engaging in physical education activities. 

 
Technology 
 

                                                         
Kindergarten students should: 

 Identify sources of information (print, non-print, electronic, people). 

 Understand the meaning of fiction and nonfiction. 

 Identify resources with appropriate factual information. 

 Use a variety of technology tools to gather data and information, organize it, and 
present it. 

 Identify questions that are relevant for a given topic or purpose. 

 Remember safety and ethical issues related to the responsible use of 
information and technology resources. 



Health 

    
 
Kindergarten students should: 

 Learn to recognize feelings and ways of expressing feelings, and understand 
stressors and stress responses. 

 Demonstrate personal responsibility for actions and possessions. 

 Demonstrate proper hand washing and tooth brushing and explain why hygiene 
products (combs, etc.) are not shared. 

 Recognize the meanings of traffic signs and signals. 

 Explain the benefits of wearing seat belts and bicycle helmets. 

 Illustrate how to get help in an emergency and identify appropriate responses to 
warning signs, sounds, and labels. 

 Summarize protective behaviors to use when approached by strangers and 
recognize bullying, teasing, and aggressive behaviors and how to respond. 

 Classify foods by groups in MyPlate, and learn nutrient-dense foods. 

 Understand how to use household products and medicines safely and explain 
what is likely to happen if harmful household products are ingested or inhaled.  

 Use appropriate strategies to access help when needed in emergencies involving 
household products and medicines. 

 Use effective communication to express and cope with emotions including 
positive coping with disappointment and failure. 

 
 
Dance 
Kindergarten students should: 

 Create dance movements to show ideas, experiences, and feelings. 

 Understand how to control body and voice and recognize that concentration is 
an important part of dance. 

 Understand how to use movement skills in dance and identify examples of 
movement skills and elements observed in dances performed by peers. 

 Interpret the meaning of various dance movements and dances. 

 Use dance to illustrate how people express themselves differently. 
 
 
 



Music 
 

Kindergarten students should: 

 Demonstrate proper technique when singing and playing a variety of music and 
recognize how music changes (such as dynamics and tempo and different vocal 
timbres). 

 Demonstrate a steady beat, and execute simple rhythms using body, 
instruments, or voice. 

 Interpret the sound and symbol systems of music. 

 Create music using a variety of sound and notational sources. 

 Select vocal and/or instrumental sounds to accompany readings, stories or 
dramatizations. 

 Use music to illustrate how people express themselves differently. 

 
 
Visual Arts  

    
 
Kindergarten students should: 

 Identify various art materials and tools and recognize various symbols and 
themes in daily life.  

 Recognize some of the Elements of Art (lines, shapes, colors, and texture) and 
Principles of Design (repetition and contrast). 

 Create original art that does not rely on copying or tracing. 

 Use a variety of tools and media and the processes of drawing, painting, 
weaving, printing, collage, mixed media, sculpture, and ceramics to create art. 

 Recognize key components in works of art from different artists, styles, 
movements, time periods, and cultures. 

 
Theatre Arts 
 
Kindergarten students should: 

 Use movement, voice, and writing to communicate ideas/feelings. 

 Use dramatic play to improvise stories and situations and to re-enact stories 
from texts read aloud. 

 Understand how costumes enhance dramatic play. 

 Identify the cultural/historical contexts of stories that are acted out. 

 Recognize the role of the director or acting coach. 


