
English I/I Honors 
Fall 2022-23 Syllabus

Deirdre Walrath



Let’s build a 
community of...

Lifelong Learners



I am Mrs. Deirdre 
Walrath

dwalrath.ls@lee.k12.nc.us
(919) 776-7541 ext. 2534

Core Building 2214

mailto:dcorbett.ls@lee.k12.nc.us


“If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it…”

From Rudyard Kipling’s 

Poem, “If”



Lifelong Learners, 
let’s get started: 

Expectations, Objectives, and 
Units



LCHS Instructional Schedule
1st Period: 8:00-9:35 am

2nd Period: 9:41-11:16 am
3rd Period: 11:22-1:23 pm
4th Period: 1:30-3:00 pm 

Faculty Office Hours: 12:45-1:23 pm  



Direct Instruction Reminders...
Please ensure that you:
● Arrive on Time
● Put away your smartphone 
● Keep your device on a steady surface
● Dress appropriately 



What we will learn                       Another note about Eng. I
English I focuses mainly on Western 
Civilization Literature. In this class, we 
will read and learn about different parts 
of the world and different cultures 
through various works of literature. 
Studying the background of each text, 
students will gain a deeper understanding 
of the texts and their histories.

English I students are periodically given 
teacher made benchmarks in preparation 
for success when taking the NCFE. This 
test is given at the end of the semester. 
Students will spend a significant amount 
of time preparing for the NCFE by 
learning strategies that will ultimately 
help them succeed on their final exam.



As lifelong learners, students will be able to:
× Cite textual evidence;  Analyze a text.

× Make inferences about a text & its content.

× Determine the theme or main idea of a text, & 

explain its development & emergence 

throughout the text.

× Analyze the development & role of complex 

characters.

× Determine the meaning of words & phrases in 

context.

× Analyze how the structure of a text works to 

develop mood & tone.

× Analyze how POVs & cultural views are 

reflected in a text

× Analyze various mediums.

× Analyze how rhetoric works to advance an 

author’s POV.

× Write argumentative, informative/explanatory, & 

narrative texts.

× Conduct research projects.

× Solve problems.

× Draw evidence from literary or informational 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research.

× Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions.

× Present findings & information.

× Demonstrate a command of the conventions of 

standard English (grammar, capitalization, 

punctuation, spelling, etc.).



Course of Study
Units of 

StudySync
Inferences and Evidence

× EQ: How do I develop an inference 
based on textual evidence?

Divided We Fall

× EQ: Why do we feel the need to 
belong?

The Call to Adventure

× EQ: What will you learn on your 
journey?

Declaring Your Genius

× EQ: How do you define intelligence?

All for Love

× EQ: How are we affected by the 
power of love? 



Required Texts and 
Materials:

× Class Binder/Notebook, 

× pencils and pens (black ink only)

× Paper

× Canvas access

× To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

× The Odyssey by Homer

× Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

× Romeo and Juliet by 

× William Shakespeare

× Additional Texts:

Various poems

× Nonfiction text 



Class Notebook (3-ring binder)

Students will be given a number of handouts throughout the 
semester. It is imperative that students keep track of these 
handouts by storing them in a 3-ring binder that should be 
brought to class every single day. In addition to handouts, the 
3-ring binder will be used to store vocabulary lists, formative 
assignments, daily journal prompts etc.. These 3-ring binders are 
subject to notebook checks and/or notebook quizzes, so each 
student is required to have one.



A note about the HONORS level course...
× As this is an English I class, all students, whether honors or 

academic, are expected to read the same required texts, 
however, it is also expected, by administration and myself, 
that the honors level course require a higher level of 
academic rigor. With that being said, students in the honors 
level course should expect more frequent homework 
assignments (reading and writing), extended writing 
assignments, more in-depth readings/analysis, etc..



Grading for:
Honors and Academic Courses

Grades are based on 
percentage, NOT an average 
of all grades added together. 
Percentages of different 
categories are as follows:

Honors AND Academic

× 40% Essays/Projects/Tests
× 35% Quizzes
× 15% Daily Grades/Homework
× 10% Participation

Participation-This will involve coming to Google Meets and being 
an active learner and advocate for your own success and 
mastery of skills.-10%

Homework/Daily Work-Doing the assignments I ask for on time, 
following directions, and showing focused effort and required 
knowledge- 15%

Quizzes- These may be simple comprehension checks, 
paragraph writing, vocabulary quizzes, etc. 35%

Tests- These will be culminating end of unit projects/writings and 
or assessments to show your mastery of skills-40%



Class Assignments

We will be using Canvas and Studysync 
mostly, to turn in assignments. If another 
means of turn in is used, I will let you 
know.

I would prefer for now that you send 
questions through email and not Canvas. 

We will be learning to use different tools 
online. Some of you may not be familiar 
with Canvas or other tools. I will provide 
video tutorials to help you. As always, if 
you are having trouble, email me.



Redo/Retake Policy
(Taken from English Dept. Grading Policy 17-18)

1. Missing assignments (assignments which were not submitted within a week of the original due date) are not 

eligible for redo/retake.

2. Honors/AP/IB students who receive a 69 or below on a major assessment (test/project) have the option to 

retake it one time for a maximum grade of 70.

Academic students who receive a 79 or below on a major assessment (test/project) have the option to retake 

it one time for a maximum grade of 80.

3. The higher of the two grades will be entered into the gradebook.

4. Students must initiate scheduling a retake with the teacher, and a plan of action will be developed (tutorials, 

study session, completion of pre-assessment work, etc).  

5. The retake must be within a week of the assessment being graded.
6. Retakes must be taken before or after school or during lunch.  (See your teacher for a schedule of tutorials.)

7. Failure to retake at the appointed time and place results in a forfeit of the retake, and the original grade will 

stand.  



Revision of Writing Policy
(Taken from English Dept. Grading Policy 2018-19)

It is expected that students will write, revise, and edit major 
writing assessments.  These do not fall under the redo/retake 
policies.  The number of drafts for written assignments will 
depend on the standards being assessed and the individual 
classroom teacher.



Late Work Policy
(Taken from English Dept. Grading Policy 18-19)

It is expected that students will submit assignments on the due date, in the correct 
format, and in the correct location assigned.  (For instance, the Persuasive Essay is due 
on 1/9/22 on Canvas.)

1. Late work will be accepted no later than one week after the original due date.
2. Late work will receive no higher than a 70, unless the assignment was late due to 

an EXCUSED absence.
3. Pre-announced/scheduled assignments are due immediately upon the student’s 

return to class following an absence. 



Extra Credit
× Students will be given small extra credit opportunities THROUGHOUT the 

semester.

× Any requests for extra credit work will NOT be granted, so please don’t ask.



Classroom 
Expectations, 

Procedures and 
General Protocol



Hall Passes
× You must take the clipboard or a handwritten note into the 

halls with you.

× Only ONE student out of the room at one time.

× Schoolwide 20 Minute Rule: Students may not leave in the 

FIRST and LAST 20 minutes of class.

× B-Lunch: You must leave the classroom for lunch. 

Additionally, you must not be in the hallways during lunch. 

Please exit the building until the lunch period has ended.



Absences and 
Tardies

Absences

× Saturday School is required to make-up for 

absences exceeding 8 days.

× I will make a call home after every 3 
absences, so DON’T SKIP.

Tardies

× Phone calls home will be made after 

EVERY unexcused tardy.

× Every fourth unexcused tardy is an office 

referral (3, 6, 9).



× When entering and exiting the room during class time, you should do so in a manner that does not disturb the learning process. 
(pp. 34, LCHS Staff Handbook)

× Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class – anytime afterward, and it will be considered LATE.

× No hats are to be worn inside the building, therefore, please be respectful and remove your hat when entering my classroom. 
(Board Policy)

× No food or drink in the classroom, unless otherwise noted by the school nurse.

× Please put your backpacks on the floor or in a chair, during class time.

× No cell phones will ever be used in my class. If there is an emergency, then please talk with me first. (pp. 29, LCHS Student 
Handbook)

× Headphones are to be put away during class. They should not be in your ears, over your ears, hanging from your ears, resting on 
your head, or hanging around your neck during class. PLEASE put them away.

× Students may not go to the restroom in the first and last 20 minutes of the class period, unless it’s an emergency. (pp. 25, LCHS 
Staff Handbook)

× No student should be standing at the door waiting for the bell to ring – REMAIN SEATED OR STAND BESIDE YOUR SEAT 
UNTIL THE ENTIRE CLASS PERIOD IS OVER.



Always be…

● Kind

● Considerate

● Responsible

● Respectful



Academic Integrity
All assignments submitted must be of original work. Examples of non-original work and evidence of 
cheating include...

× Taking photos of assignments and sharing them.

× Sharing hard or digital copies of work.

× Plagiarising  work from outside resources.

× Students found copying, cheating, or passing off other work as their own will receive a ZERO for the 

assignment and will NOT be permitted to submit a redo. Students will also receive a phone call home.

× Students who SUPPLY their work and/or photograph and post their work for others will also be subject 

to disciplinary action including a ZERO for the assignment, a phone call home, and a referral.

A note about partner work...

You will be doing a considerable amount of partner work in this class. I encourage and expect that you 

communicate and discuss the problems and assignments that you are given, however, I also expect that you 

both “do your part” and “think for yourself.” ANY PARTNER WORK THAT IS TURNED IN WITH IDENTICAL 
ANSWERS WILL RECEIVE A GRADE NO HIGHER THAN A 50.



Discipline Plan
× Warning
× Parent Contact
× Office Referral

Due to any extenuating circumstances, the above consequences may be issued out of 
sequence in order to effectively address any significant problems within the classroom. It is 
the responsibility of the teacher and the students to work together to create an environment 
that is safe for all to learn. Examples of offenses include violating any general classroom rule, 
disrespecting peers/teachers, causing disruptions, hindering the learning of others, and/or 
improper use of technology.



Let’s make this the 
best semester yet!


