
 
 

Middle School  
Curriculum and Instruction Committee Meeting  

December 6, 2017
 
Attendance: 
Stephen Coble, Ophelia Livingston, Andy Bryan, John Conway, Jolanda Jordan, Darlene McDowell, 
Sharron Williams, Gina Pier, Karen Briggs, Allison Hickman, Cindy Quiggle, Erin Manuel, Andrew 
Conner, Wendy Moryoussef, and Tiffany Wenerd, Gary Hart, Angel Mills, Sharon Spence, Jamie 
Cox, Shannon Shuey, Susan Davis, David Mense, and Gwendolyn Quadri. 
 
Item I-III Call to Order and review of Minutes 

The Middle School C&I Committees met at SanLee Middle School. Ophelia Livingston, 
Chair of the C&I Committee, called the meeting to order, reviewed and approved the 
minutes from the October 11, 2017 meeting. The committee approved the amended 
agenda for the December 6, 2017 meeting. 

Item IV Superintendent’s Remarks 
 Andy Bryan updated everyone with the Board approval of the plans for 

W.B.Wicker Elementary School and will be slated to open in the Fall of 2019. 
  A joint meeting with the County Commissioners and our Board happened at an 

earlier time and went really well.  
 Andy Bryan informed the Committee of the requirement from the State to have a 

Business Advisory Council in place by January 1st, 2018. This was discussed at 
our last high school C & I meeting on November 15th. He will present a slate of 
names today. 

Item V Instructional Update 
 John Conway thanked everyone involved in preparing the School Improvement 

Plans.  
 Mr. Conway shared excitement about conversations and meetings being held 

with Principals, Lead Teachers, Teachers, and other Administrators.  
 These are in-depth conversations on data, and how our students are performing 

and areas where they need to improve. Specific areas that need focus as 
classroom teachers and as school leaders and lead teachers. Also, best practices.  

 These meetings have been very productive. He concluded with saying we should 
ALL benefit from these conversations/meetings. 

 Mr. Conway reminded everyone of the great need for teachers. Please be mindful 
of this need and send information on to the Human Resources Department if you 
know of any teachers looking for jobs. 

Item VI Business Advisory Council 
 This Council will advise our Board in the performance of its duty to provide 

career and technical education instruction, activities and services.  
 The Council is required to have at least nine members, the majority of which 

must be business, industry and community members.  
 Dr. Bryan shared the following slate of names: 
 Ex-Officio Members (per state statute) 
 Dr. Andy Bryan, Superintendent 
 Dr. Bud Marchant, President – CCCC 
 Gary Hart, CTE Director (serves as Secretary) 
 Steven Ross, Principal – Lee County High School 
 Dr. Chris Dossenbach, Principal – Southern Lee High School 
 Voting Members Appointed by the Lee County Board of Education 
 Ashley Beal – Bankingport (1-year term) 
 Pam Glover – WIOA (2-year term) 
 Tina Gross – Gross Farms (3-year term) 
 Bill Horner – Lee County Education Foundation (4-year term) 



 Jason Howard – J.S. Howard Electrical (1-year term) 
 Ricky Hurtado –NC Sli (Scholars Latino Initiative) (2-year term) 
 Bob Joyce – Lee County Economic Development (3-year term) 
 Tony Lett – former Lee Builder Mart owner (4-year term) 
 Meg Moss – Sanford Area Chamber of Commerce (1-year term) 
 Jerry Pedley – Mertek (2-year term) 
 Brent Sloan – Sanford Contractors (3-year term) 
 Joy Thrash – Sanford Area Growth Alliance (4-year term) 
 Wil Wilkinson – Wilkinson Cadillac-Chevrolet-Buick-GMC (1-year term) 
 Robbie Yow – Chatlee Boat and Marine (2-year term) 
 The Committee accepted the slate of names and will recommend these names to 

the Board for approval.  
Item VII Best Practice  

 Bianca DiMarcello from SanLee Middle School presented her Best Practice on 
8th Grade ELA 10 Book Challenge. 

 Instead of using AR to guide the culture of independent reading for 8th graders, 
Ms. DiMarcello implemented a 10 book challenge for ELA 8th grade students 
and a 15 book challenge for English 1 students. This challenge is adapted from 
“The Book Whisperer’s 40 book challenge.  

 Ms. DiMarcello modified it for the first year but due to the success she observed, 
will challenge her students next year to complete the 40 book challenge.  

 She feels she is truly changing the culture of reading in her classroom without 
having to use tangible rewards or quarterly “Reading Reward Field Trips”.  

 Her class has become a place where students have regular conversations (both 
formal and informal) about what they are reading and their successes finishing 
books on the own.   

 She models this practice in her classroom and is offering her powerpoint 
presentation to those interested. 

 Please email Donna Parrish with your request for Ms. DiMarcello’s presentation. 
Item VIII Questions, Concerns, Comments 

 Each school representative and central office director present gave a quick 
update of events…visit from Dr. Alan Guidry, writing assignments, writing 
process, Genius Hour for parents, support group for parents, spelling bees, winter 
concert, best practices, AVID presentation, active reading strategies, focus 
school leadership meetings regarding goals, testing season, WIDA conference, 
ESL conference for English learners, ELA professional staff development, EC 
professional staff development, CTE programs offered, high school tours, Hour 
of Code with Jamey Laudate for elementary and middle school students, 
benchmark data, Patio book studies for Math and Science, and Science 
mtgs/conference in Greensboro. 

 Ophelia Livingston’s phrase for the day: “Phenomenal Reading Challenge”. 
 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

 The next Middle School C & I meeting is scheduled for February 7, 2018 at West 
Lee Middle School. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by: Donna Parrish                                                                                                                                      
Approved by:  John Conway 


