
Lee County Schools - Back To School Ed. August 18, 2015

BACK TO SCHOOL! 
Getting Started On The Right Foot 
Welcome back!  It’s hard to believe that another school year is about to begin!  To help get you 
started off on the right foot, I’ve put together this newsletter with some ideas to help you get your 
classes up and running smoothly - some new ideas, some old and some gentle reminders.


Setting Up Your Classes 
There are several good programs/apps that are wonderful to use in your classroom.  With many of 
the programs listed below, you will have to first set up your classes by naming them and typing 
students names, but then you will be able to make assignments and/or grade them within the 
program.  They are well worth the time it takes to set up each class and are all pretty easy to learn. 
Contact me if you would like help or more information about these programs.  Here are my faves:


Teacher Kit - This iPad app is great for taking attendance and putting in grades for 
assignments.  This is a great app to have when you have a sub, as it allows you to 
take pictures of your students for easy identification when taking roll.  I assigned one 
student from each of my classes to take roll when I wasn’t there, making life much 
easier for the sub.


Edmodo - Not only can you set up individual classes through this website, but you 
can also make special groups or even join someone else’s group. Students get a join 
code to become members of your class once you set it up with your class name.  
Edmodo is great for giving assignments, making announcements, grading 
assignments, and making quizzes.  It has been said that it has a “Facebook” type look 

which is true, because students will see your announcements or assignments and can comment on 
them, but you have the option of allowing comments or not.  It allows the teacher to make 

comments directly to the student once an assignment is submitted. https://
leecounty.edmodo.com/


Common Curriculum - This is a lesson plan program that allows you to create 
lesson plans online and share them with other teachers or administrators and/or 
print them.  Included within the program are the common core standards that you 

can add to each of your lessons. http://www.commoncurriculum.com/ 

Quia - This online community is another great resource!  You can create your own 
assignments and store them on your page, or you can search the database for lesson 
plans or quizzes.  Your students access the material and complete assignments or 
quizzes as instructed.  This also works great if you have a sub. http://www.quia.com/
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Connecting With Parents And Students 
We all know how vital parent contact is throughout the school year.  Here are some ways for you to 
keep connected with your parents and students.


Teacher Webpage - Your page(s) should be 
something where parents and students can easily 
find information about your class.  Your webpage 
says much about you and how you run your class.  
Keep it up to date!


Edmodo - As mentioned above, Edmodo is great tool for assigning and grading 
student work, but you also can create parent groups and make announcements to one, 
some, or all your groups.


Facebook - Create a secret group on Facebook and invite your parents and students 
to join.


Twitter - Invite your parents and students to follow you on Twitter.


Remind 101 - This is a text message service that allows you to send out a group 
text without your students or parents knowing your phone number.  It does not 
allow them to text you back.  This worked well for me as a teacher and as a parent.  

For this to be successful however, you need to have your students sign up for this.  Having them sign 
up at open house or in class are two great ways to get them to participate in this service.  You can use 
the website to access Remind 101 or use the Remind app.  https://www.remind.com/
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Safety & Digital 
Citizenship 

Keeping your students on 
task and safe is something 
we all want and strive for  in 
all of our classes.  There are 
some online websites that 
can help in this endeavor.  
On your teacher computer 
you will have what’s called 
“Smart Advantage”. From 
here you can download and 
use a free  30 day trial 
version of Smart Sync.  
Smart Sync allows you to 
have all students sync to 
your computer so you can 
view their screens.  Although 
this seems like a hassle to 
d o , i t s a v e s l o t s o f 
headaches in the classroom 
and keeps the students on 
task.


	
S y m b a l o o h t t p : / /
www.symbaloo.com/home/
mix/13eOcK1fiV is an online 
w e b s i t e t h a t l e t s y o u 
organize all your websites 
into one place.  Think of it as 
a bulletin board for all your 
websites.  This is an easy 
way for students to quickly 
go to a website because all 
they have to do is click on 
the button for that website.  
This is especially helpful for 
special needs students or 

students that may have 
difficulty typing.

	 One thing I think our 
students do well is find 
i n fo rma t i on us i ng t he 
computer.  The other thing 
they do well is copy and 
paste.  We don’t however, 
want them taking credit for 
information that they copy 
and paste  into a report.  We 
all need to be diligent 
about this.  Teach your 
students how to site their 
sources and teach them 
how to take material that 
they read and put it into 
their own words. Regardless 
if it is one sentence or one 
paragraph, it is plagiarism 
plain and simple.  A website 
that you can use to check 
student work for plagiarism 
is:   www.plagscan.com   All 
you need to do is copy and 
paste student work into this 
site and it will check and 
see if the wording is found 
somewhere in the internet.  
Better yet, have the student 
put their work in while you  
both watch and see the 
results.


Routine 
It’s important to establish a  
good routine when using 
computers - from plugging 
them in to keeping up with 
laptop bags to having a 
procedure when taking 
l a p t o p s o u t f o r u s e .  

Establishing these rules at 
the beginning of the year 
will make your class run 
smoother throughout the 
school year.


My Job & Goals 
My goals are to get 
e v e r y o n e u s i n g 
technology to enhance 
student learning.  I want 
to be able to show you 
new technology and I 
want to be able to show 
you how other teachers 
are using technology. We 
have many  teachers 
doing great things with 
t e c h n o l o g y i n t h e i r 
classrooms.  

	 That being said, you 
may see me pop into your 
class to observe how you 
are using technology.  If 
you have a great use of 
technology for a particular 
lesson, please send me 
an email or call so I can 
come take pictures in your 
class.  

	 Also, if there is a time 
when you’d like pictures 
or video taken in your 
class, don’t hesitate to 
email or call.

http://www.plagscan.com
http://www.plagscan.com

